CHAPTER TEN
POPULATION  DIFFICULTIES IN THE  EMPIRE
LIKE all other big industrial countries. Great Britain
must reckon with a reduction in her population figures
unless propaganda and government measures succeed
in bringing about a change. The population question
is one which does not affect Great Britain's present
strength, but it certainly will affect her future strength.
As the causes which will affect the future are being
created to-day, and as their effects will be inevitable
unless something is done now to counteract them,
it is worth our while to take a look at the problem,
particularly as it will assist us to avoid exaggeration.
What are the facts ? The British Empire is ruled,
held together and defended by a small minority of
white people. It is inhabited by 72-5 millions of white
people and about 420 millions of non-Europeans. The
white minority has practically ceased to increase in
numbers, and in about 25 to 30 years it will very
probably begin to diminish, whereas the non-European,
coloured population of the Empire still increases in
numbers tremendously every year. The numerical
relation between white and coloured inhabitants is
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